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CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This ^licaticMi dmos the beaefit of U.S. Provisiarml i^Kcatiati No. 60/233,849 ffled 
09/20/2000. 

BACKGROUND 

WELD 

Hie general scope of fliis invCTticm derives and omibines from various non-anal<^ous areas of 
tedmologies and fields, sudi as but not limited to con[q)uter programming m^ods, electronic 
networking, iutenietAi^rvwk systems, a>mmerdal fijnctions and processes, marfadng strat^es 
and mdhods, physical world operations, international optional functt<»is, busings proce^es, 
data handling and information tedmology combined into this nm-obvious system creation and 
itmoA^on; covaing desi^ and use of a muto-portal/multi*ub computer and 
intem^eledronic-netvwrk implemented business/information/system utility and/or method 
and/or functLonal sy^em/facdlities embodying ombinations of con^uters, conqjuter sy^ms, 
coirputer ndwoite, intem^el^^onic-networic portals/interfaces and user/provider 
portals/interfaces; and where selecte4 the demental or conq>ona3t structure 
cr^on/coaistoidicaa, and design of Hie sysijem^ fimdions, prt^ams, form, compv^ 
inpl^aited process(^y^lication{s), ccnt5>uter implem^ed business processes) or 
applicationCs) and tibtetr assembly/design/in^plementatiotis, oon^uter implema^ business 
pn)cess{es) or system{s) or ^licatic^iCs) d^gn md/or implantation and maiittenance 
mefhodolo^es; portal ftmdion and/or fimdional iMer-linking, portal fun<^on/fiincttonal inter- 
relationshq)s and/or ftmction/funcdonal networking common "engine" or modular 
design/in^plementation conc^ of portal fadliti^ and fun<tions; for purpose of bi^ not limited to 
commerce and/or business process(^) and/or m^od and/or data handling and 
interdiange/exchai^e and/or information handling and interchange/exch^e and/or transacdm 
handling and inter-change/exchange mi/or commurdcati<ms h an d ing andinter-change/eKcfaani^ 
and/or intemctive facility and ftmdiom; Covers business sy^^ and broad ardhitecture for 
plications created/<tesigned to provide means of carrying out elecSronic commerce (e- 
commerce) and/or information handhng and/or data handling and/or transadioos via electronic- 
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ndwoiks (e.g. but ncA limited to Mem^) within and/OT CRitaide a system/nefcwoik coaimsiiig of 
conq)orieDt(s) \Mdx is/are devdoped/desigaed/created (con^onejtf-wise and system-wise) to 
distribute fbs pjocesses/ftmctions amoaag bi* not limited to a syston/network or set erf 
spedfically desigaed <» created or existing portal(s) and hub(s) wtedi may be dassified 
generally but not limited to as "Usar Portals" (indudii® but not limited to "User Interfeces"), 
"Vertical Portals" and "Hotizcotai Portals" and fheir encoiiq)assing netwoik(s)/system(s); vail 
result in but not limited to, as in exaiDple selected here in boosted, ingWy ^<aent» higWy 
interconnected Hbssa^ di^orsed partic^ant partidpatioD, industry and cross-industry 
encoiqpassing, dstributed across the network/Systran design/selection but focussed commerce 
and transactions activities. 

DESCKIPTION OF TBOE BACKGROUND 

In the rdated convajtional area of cucreot internet and information/data handling netwrak 
ma^ use is made and is based on sin^e/deme-structure portals and/or hubs plications for 
business systems/i>rocesses/methods, tiie informatiaa handling decfa-onic^ietwoik based 
(including but not limited to intan^ intranet, virtaal private nctworics, csstra-net, local networiss, 
global nrtworks - henceforth collectively called networiss)) commerce, tradii^ aiKi 
data/information handling (induding but not limited to commerce'informatiQn exchanges, 
trading hobs, auctions, etc) is based on single/dense-struchire portals and/or hubs, (i.e. current 
utilization is of single/daise-stojcture wd)-sites vAidi provide the user intefaces for trading, 
commerce, inform^on handling/communicating andtiansactions handhng/oHnmunicating.) 

Conventionally, to access various processes and op&cm oflFered by the typical dense structure 
web-ate^KMtal/hub {henceforth all singly or collectivdy referred to as "portal" or "portals") one 
practically and/or manuaUy accesses the "portal" via browsers or "User Portals" or other 
electronic means or user iitterfac^s) conqjatiUe vatii the networks; mi wfeere <Bie is presented 
with, options to navigate to fee <fcsired subgect, item, enti^, area of interest or fimctioos 
(henceforth wMch will all be refared to sin^y or collectively as "function" or "functions") via 
navigation along branch^ and predonrinanfly non cohercrt links presented by tiie single or 
dense-structure portal(s) starting from. 

Tbese "portals" are fixed mtities and propeaties, dectonically accessible as network 
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locations/facilities (for example, but not limited to internet URL entities sudi as vrilii but not 
limited to ".com", ".net", ".o^", ".tv", ".co.uk" as extension suflBxes to tiie intamd; domain 
addressnames) vdiicfa are fecilitated vath usa weJ^site faciMesTMerfeces by ot 
various parties. 

These "portals" are Really accessed electrwiically and Ihai trawsed by use of various qpti<ms 
presorted by the facility to navigate to points of desired options and interests. These "portals" are 
termed "Vertical Portals". 

One problon current but not limited to is that sudi otganization of doise structured v«atical 
portals become daiser and dmser vMi more and more features added or grafted ai to 
encompass aU pertinent activities andpartic5>ants Iheyneedto catffto, resulting in cumbersome 
and less flexible, le^ feult tolerant structures, requiring lagger bandwidfli high density traffic 
facilities and discouraging to many users as more and more layers are added <hi to be navigated 
to access desaxed functions and areas of interest. Further problems are magnified vhea local 
contait, fcr exan^le but not limited to, <m&&A langu^es, local criteria's, local r^ations, 
possible local taxes, local filters and sudi need to be inq)lemented vwithin or grafked/prpgrammed 
CHI to the dense structure pratal. 

As a sdutton, we are providing means of dispersing^distributing the in^lanentation, functions, 
f^tuiss and reducing convexity Mm&A in dense stojcture portals, by disSnhv^ tiaem 
amongst a gmerally syst^natically designed and constructed netwwk/systran of multqjle pwtals, 
which will overcome many of such problems as those of but not hmited to traffic, bandwidth, 
daise structures, local content, ^«tean oriojted maintenance, cdiersit process and/or business 
handling systems and designs, and in many instances provide additional flexibility and 
fadlities/functicHis. 

According to this invention, is provided a conq)uter and internet or other dectronic-network 
implemented busness system and/or data handling system and/w mediod uang multi-portal 
(multiple portal) system of "vertical'' portals and/or -^rorizantal" portals created and Designed for 
int^ation and/or iicplementaticMi into a business and/or dataAmf ormation handlii^ system; 

With usa- and intemet/dectronic-netwoik functional facilities emhodyio^ any of various 



combinaticm of coit5>iiters, caQq)ut€r systems, conqjitor netwoiks, iiitemet/dectranic-n^wodc 
portalsyfeterfaces aod user^rovider portalstoerfaces there is provided a bxisin^s system and/or 
method for process coit^joneots and/or business process and/or eioitronic coromerce system 
ardbitedxire and/or uetworic architecture aad/or *'eCommerce" structure and form, to overcome 
maay problen^ of the densely structured portals, by providing system and/or mefliodology for 
design/configuratioii/assembly of componetit portals and/or network ardritecture meads by 
vdrich system coii5)on€nt irr^lemojtatioDS can be^is/are integrated into a coherent 
n^orlc/system of portals and fimctioDS for carryiiig ont but not limited to 
business/niarketii3®tode/camma"ce/^ 

chain managemait (SCM)/cli^ relation management (CRM or eCRM)/wide-spread asset and 
operations managan^ and other process processes ; 

As a part and/or compmmtt part of and/or busane^ m^od^roc^ and/or system, the design 
aad/or creation proems of portal name structures, portal URL and addresses and implmnmtatim 
is, tbougjbi not limited by, one part and is/are conceptualized, designed, created, structured 
and financially owned^urdtased/leased eaititi^^^roperties to be con^atible/logical and/or 
targeted for integration into a selected/designed/existing/available ndwoik(s), by use of our 
system and\?yfcere sdected our mefliodology ; 

The system and/or network is (fesigned to fit whichever purpose, of sudi as but not limited to 
busruess/trade/commerce/informatton^mdliiig/commu^ chain 
manag^Qst (SCM)/cUent relation managem^ (CRM or eCRMyoflia: process processes, is 
selected/desired by using th^e ccm^m&fji portals as distribirted, networked portals or as 
cptionstoifcsi provided via other portals; 

By d^gn, functionality provided by means of distributed portal system(s) provide means and 
ease of design of accusing manually or automatically the portal fadlities by comp^^er programs 
designed and in5>lemented by one skilled in designing such conq)ijter programs or routing 

Hie portals are to be provided/finni^ed and fimt^on enriched with conq)uter program/programs 

which may be carded out by sldlled programmers or made available by/as commerdal products 

by others to carry out such as, but not limited to businesstode/commerce/information- 

handling/commumcations/tiarmctions/st?3ply diain managem^ (SCM)/cii^ relation 
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managraneot (C5RM or eCRMyother process functionsj^rocesses ; 

Hie ardhitectore of tite conipotMnt portals aadn^workis draigied so tibat it pt^ents a means or 
provides ease to int^rate Vertical Portals (VP's) vwithin themselves as wdl as int^ate VP's 
with Horizontal Portals (HP's) vsWdi can/are integrated vsilhin themselves and/or with tiie 
network of Veatical Portals and Horizontal Portals ; 

The syrtem is provided for it to be «mfi^ired/deagned so that conponCTt parts. Portals ai^or 
the net\work can be/are adive at any time; 

Oae business proc^ and/or m^od of fliis inv^ition is to design/configure lie portals, in, but 
not hmited to, modular and/or selective pro^amming/desigping method(s) by 
prototypii^desi^iing/assemblitjg one or several programs or suit» of pr<^ams in to modules 
or use as modules to cany ovt sudi as bwt not hmited to buaness/tra(te/c<»nmerce/infOTmati<«i- 
handling/commiunicatiom/transactioQs/sapply chain managemait (SCM)/cli«it relation 
managemeait (CRM or eCRWniaiketing/other process processes, and thm optiffliany usii^ the 
asseoibly of such module/modules Oienceforth called "engines") as pnrtotype base design to be 
ii^alled/impl«nfflited/grafted/modified at/for any/all of the portals in/hnked to the network (and 
at wdrich point we can deagoate the portd(s) so inqdemaited from tiie protege or selective 
programming, for desoqjtion purpose, as Stage 1 Hub(s)); utiHzing skilled pa:sonnel. Methods 
of prt^ram designs/Snqjlementations/ai^cations or modular assemtoUes for flie a^es would 
be that of but not limited to Object Qri«ited Pr(^ramming and'or Modeling methods, in orda: to 
coherently and with ease maintain and in^jlemeait f eatures/fimctions of ^di Portal or Hub either 
individually or collectively; 

As part of this business system or process model Stage 1 Hubs are now individually or 
coll«iively fiirther rdBmed or aihanced, to be carried out by ones available and skilled in 
providing &e expertise, to indnde specific functionali1y(ies) or local/global contents by adding 
such fadhties as for estample, but not hmited to, locaI/#obal lai^uage(s), local/global 
regulations, local/global transaction ai<fc, local mmufecturas, local trangjort 
systems/companies, etc. ; 

Hie portals will be provided with fiinctiQnality(ies) and/or con^viter pn^rams by deagn by ones 
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skilled in it or by prcjgram products provided by ofliers so that l3ie portak inter-link vwith eith^ 
all/sdecdve/specific portals in the as well as outside the network to actively provide but not 
limited to poMiog/smdiing/iKJsting/ processes to carry out sudi 

activities but not limited to as commerce, tradii^ data handling and systm(s); 

A ^obal and/or sA&my portal{s) <^ be used v^ere the portals in the nrtwork are made 
acoessiUe via that portal or cfiier optional user interfaoe(s) and/or Us^ Portals, e,g. but not 
limited to fOT a gateway portal a collection/selecti<m of all/specific local/global portals can be 
provided in that or sdected portal to be accessible by a user; 

Jn any case all/any portal pait of tite system or accessh^ the system is/can be optionally 
desigaed as gateway portals. 

These portals designed for a or a part of but not limited to coheroit system(s) and/or distributed 
into a sy^em or processes or n^^vork and betwem vMdx processes and functions are 
distributed; and as options individually/collectively ^ched in liie but not hmited to varioi^ 
necessary functions (for example, but not hmited to local country r^ulations, local/international 
language demographics relate fimc^ons, geographical related fur«:tion, infrasmjcture rdated 
functions, Ip^stics related functions, and govOTment to government functions, etc.) viMch can 
be individuafly/coUectively designed/grafted iiJto the dto portals; C^ed out by ones 
skilled in it. 

The conqKjneots, system and/or network of portals usii® and confi^iring according to the 
system or d^gn/mdiiodology^rocess/system of this invention imparts a dynamic operating 
commercial/informational functionality/machinery that ^ans/operates over/among 
designated/aimed ^eas by the ahned design of tiie compmsm and the sj^em/network de^gn 
(for exanjjle Init not limited to worldwide spanning network fc^ trading purposes); 

And according to the presmxt invention (including as part and €ncon5>assing of 
d^^creation/assembly featiores of the exan?>le of edemXS Mo<ki included herein) tiiere is 
provide a busings sy^em and/or m^od^rocess and/or ardtdtecture^design wtech con^ris^ 
of methodical and/or systematic de5ign(s)/creation(s) of compon^ electronic-network (for 
example induding, but not hmited to ir^emet, virtual private ndtwoiks, intranet, etc.) based, 
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includrng bat not limited to, "portal(s)" or "hub(s)" or «domaiQ(sr (as physical entities 
anbodied as property fliat can be owned/transacted by use of ^stemattc/methodical 
design/creation of structure induding the use of prefix and/or suffix in conjunction wrth a 
selected core name/label (for example but not limited to, asrdatedareas/ajmsof interest, such as 
countries, regions, provinces, cat^ories, dassaficatifflis, eto.) and ox further 
owned^urchased/Ieased of such; 

wtedi are optionally fiirfher methodically provided/designed with programs/^ovisions to 
provide aU required fiinctionaIity(ies) to flie portals and inter-link between, but not limited to, the 
above designed prartals for information and/or data transmisaoo/exchange/transactions and 
handling, between, for exan?>le but not limited to each other, whereby many fijnctions requiring 
but nrt; limited to coherent infonnation/data^Hocess netwoiidng are enriched by fiirflier 
indviAially/collectively dectronic/conqmtea: p[Ogicmmm% aad meathodol<^es (including but 
not limited to use of "Object Oriented" programming and modeling tedmiipies; 

in efifect by distributu^ into sq)arate portals and intQ--linking distribute the COToplexity of 
functi<His or facilities or purpose of, including but not limited to trading operations and/w 
transactions/transadions handling and/or inftmnatioD/information handling and/or data/data 

Further as part of the buaness systm and/or process the portals are optionally designed and 
cat^orized as "Vertical Portals or Hubs" and "Horizontal Portals or Hubs" and vMch are 
opdonally provided means of mte^ation into a cdiereot/ooordinated (information 
exchange/handUng)/(data exchange/handling)/(transactian exdiange^dling) business 
systemfaetvwrk; all this is indudmg ini^ations and/or fimdions idevant to the patticq)ants, 
optionally along vwith their business operations^resQice lo^edfestalledAnqjlemented within the 
pOTtal, as one altemalive but not Kmited to, in the form of participant operated/maintained 
fadhty within flie portal, or fedhries tovrards or for active interfecKi to other 
users/partidpants^rtals and/or fcmctions; includii^ but not hmited to active catalogs, menus, 
directory fijnctions, etc. to facilitate business; induding intafaces/links/fedhty allowing access 
to others, to them or their offers/fedhties/informatioo; induding implemeaitation of Hi&x 
electrraiic store fronts vwith any/all the rdevant futtcti<»is, induding hat net hmited to, wifbin or 
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hy m^m of Ihe portals (or hubs). 

liaugh not limited to, some of the gmerai arm of Ihe present iavaitioii considered above aad 
herein, indude (but without voidmg any odi^ implicate areas): 

It is part of and is considered for ihe present inveatioa to provide a system, structure and 
architecture and/or medbod for creating buildtog and utihzing a multiple portal system and 
utiHty for commerceftJusinass/infcmnatioD/data handling systems that by i^^ding and 
distributing functioiialityCies) and loads overcome inh^i^ problems of: ambei^ame and less 
flexible; l^s fault tol^mrt strudures, that are ligger baadwictth M^i density traffic facilities and 
v^ch aicoxmter magnified problems vhm local coirtaat, for exanple but net limits to, 
differetjt languages, local criteria's, local regulations, possible local taxes, local filters and such 
need to be in5>lemait^ wathin or ^a^d/i)rogramm^ on to the doise structure portals; 

It is part of and is considered for the pr^etst inv^ou to provide a system, structore and 
architecture and/or m^od for creating, building ^d i^zing a multiple portal system and 
v^ty for comm^ce/bi^essfeformation/data handling systems; 

It is part of and is consid^ed for the present invention to provide a system, structure and 
architecture md/or m^od md/(xc means for a^eatit^ and integ^rating a network of portals that 
integrate vertical and horizontal portals, and Ihdr functions and networking within the system 
and rath other systems; 

It is part of and is coamdered for the pr^eoi invoation to provide a m^hod of creating 
strudure(s) for con^Kment portals, induding, bid not limited to, basic/elemaital creation, desi^ 
incorporatixig and commercial ^tablishment of Ihe portals/poital-^ties; 

It is part of and is considered for the present syst^ to provide an environment and/or means for 

d^gn or assembly or building of con5)on®3te that can be easily modified or esq^ 

needs of a particular environment. 



It is part of and is considered for the pr^esat inveutioii to provi<fe a sj^em and method that 
provide, and caa ^mly maintam, the portals with fuactiotis and/or user interfaces. 

It is part of and is consiitered for the preseat inva^tioa to provide a m^hod of 
inylemeatation/iiistanfxatioii of system and/or systeaxi conq)OtieQtS9 and methods) that reAice 
develc?)meat and maintenance cycle time. 

Itispart of andisconsid^^forfhe presait invention to provide a ftinction and syst 

thai can s\3pported^gsystans having legacy a or proposed/projected systems and 

applications . 

It is part of and is consider^ for the pr^ei]^ invention to provide a system and method that can 
support expandit^ or shnnldiig needs or demands of the portals. 

It is part of and is considered for the present invaitton to provide a system and mefliod that can 
mppott and distribute loads of commerce/d^aiinformatiott among the network of portals. 

ft is part of and is considered for the present invention to provide a syi^ieni and method that can 
support and disbibute traffic and network bandwi<Mi requirements among the network of portals. 

ftispartof ar^iisccmsid^edforflie pr^eni invention to provide a system and method that can 
provide eased environmeot for commerce/data-iisterchange/mforinationr^^ by any/all size 
of cotomerdal or otter ^ititi^ utiHmig the n^wodc of portals. 

It is part of and is considered for the presaat invaation to provide a sy^^ and method that can 
si^jport integration of coB5>l€te chains of conmierce/data-interdiangeftriformation- 
exdiat5ge/transactions/data-handling by means of the network of portals. 

ft is part of and is coniridered fear the pr^ent invention to provide a system, structure aiul 
architecture and/or method and means for providii^ faxilt tolerant systan utilizing a multi-portd 
system; 

ft is part of and is consid^ed for &e pr^ent invaiticn to provi^ a system, structure and 
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arddt^ture and/or method and/or meaos for providmg integration and/or utility for 

imteriayea^gy/mviroiam^ital-cxedits/iBformati handUiig/inanagiBg systems; md/ox 

int^ation into corporate or corporate-wide sy5tem(s) 

It is part of md is coiisidered for the presmt invention to provide a system, strmtoe and 
architecture and/or method and means for providing utility/facility to oigatdzatiQns with, but not 
limited to, vride-spr^d branches, divisions, plants, facilities, ass^s, cperations at any level Hiat 
can tenefit by means of the multi-portal system herein; 

SUMMARY 

Curr^ probims of convaitional portals and hubs, but not limited to, is that such portal designs 
and organizations are dense structured portals vAich become d^er and denser with more and 
more features added or grafted on to mcon5)ass all pertineat fimctions and users and participants 
they need to cat^ to. This resulting in cumbersome and leas flexible, less fault tolerant 
structure, dif&cult to secure systems, requiring larger bandwidths and high daosity traffic 
fadhties, and discouraging to many users as more and more layers are added on to be navigated 
to access desired functions and areas of inters. Furtiier problems are ma^rified vAxm local 
oxnteat, for exan^le but not limited to, diflferent lan^iages, local criteria's, local regulations, 
possible local taxes, local filt^ and such need to be implemented within or grafted/prc^ammed 
on to the daise strudure portal. 

As a soh^on, we are providang means of dispersing/distributing the in^planentation, functions, 
features and redudi^ con^lexity inherent in dease ^rudure por^, by distributing them 
amongst a generally systematically desigied and constructed network/system of multq^le portals, 
which will overcome many of sudi problems as those of but not limited to traffic, bandwidth, 
dense structures, security, local coi^eot, system oriented maintenance, coherent process and/or 
business handling systems and designs, and in many instance provide additional flexibility and 
facilities/functions. 

Herein this inveaition gena*ally, is provided a conq)uter and internet or other electronic-network 
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iinplemeated busing system and/or data handling system and/or m^od using multi-portal 
(multiple portal) system of "vertical" portals and/or "horizontal" portals and/or user 
portals/interfeces provided or created and desi^aed for int^ation and/or in^lementation into a 
business and/or data/toformation h a nd li ng system(s); 

B; covers tiboti^ not limited to, key concqjts and implementations of desigoii^ the elem^s of 
the system portals, inclining URL structure and/or portal entities, general inflation via 
dectronicAiformation ndwoiking of portals (including but not limited to vertical and horizontal 
portals, user interface(s), user portals, etc.), distributing re^ective loads to ^rt^riate portals in 
the syi^em, ^eral methodology for portal fimctioii and/or oigine designs and fheir core 
inqjlementations on/within other portals (including within the system and outside to other 
sy^ems/fadlities), general means for ftmctional enhancement of the core d^gns of the portals. 
The system and/or n^ork is generaUy designed to fit various areas of utihty of such as but rwjt 
hmited to business n^orking and operations, trade system networking and operations, 
commerce networking and opearations, information system networkii^ and operations, 
transactions systems and operations, siqiply chain management (SCM) systems and operations, 
diffit relation management (CRM or eCRM) systems and operations, production/plant systems 
and Iterations, and various general process systems and operations, using this system of 
component portalsAubs/stations as distribute4 networked portals or as options/Unks provided 
via other portals; System indudes means for providing for legacy and esdsting or 
forecasted/futiire sytems to ioter-link/cross-hnk and generally partidpate in the networked 
operations. System generally covers a system that provides, but is not hmited to, cross-industry, 
cross-couittry, cross-r^ons, oossnsutgect-ar^s, cross-platfoim, cross-linking 
operations/functions and functional platforms with/without networking. 

Induded in overcoming many problems of tiie densely structared portals, is by providing systan 
and/or m^odol<^ for design/configuxation/assmibly/ardiitecture of con^oneat portals and/ or 
network ardatedure means by which, generally in the areas of, system function-loads, usor/data 
traffic, bandwidth, maintenance, security, local content, programming, rolling out, 
in5)lementations, and (rfher necessary and obvious functitms can be distributed, dispo-sed, and/or 
phased by use of this system invention. 
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By design, functiooaHty provided by means of distributed portal system(s) provide means and 
ease of providing design of accessing manuaEy or automatically the portal facilities by 
conq)uters or coiBputer prc^ams desigji^ and in:5)lemented by one skilled in prt^amming and 
iit5)lema3ting such compxAa: programs, processes or routines. 

Biventioa includes but not Hmited to, generally, installati<His aad/or functions relevant to the 
participants, optionally along with their business q)eratiQns4)resence 
lotfeed/installed/implemented within the portal, as one alternative hwt not limited to, in the form 
of participant q)erated/maintained fadlity within the portal, or fadlities towards or for active 
interfaces to other users^artidpants/portals and/or fltnctions; including but not limited to active 
catalogs, menus, functions to facilitate business; including interfeces/Unks/fadUty aUowing 
access to others, to ih&a or their offers/fadlities/infonnation; includii® iin)lemeiitation of their 
electronic store fronts with any/all the relevant functions, including but not limited to, within or 
by means of flie portals (or hubs) andtiie multi-portal sy^em 

DRAWINGS 

In most instance are either drawn and made obvious to one skilled in it and as such are self 
ejtplanatory in the functionality(ies) or mechanics encon:?)assed llierein: 

1) Kgurel 

shows how but nc* limited to a conqjoneit portal is conceptualized, desigied, stnu^ured 
and embodied in a purdiasable/lease-able/own-able eaitity or propsaty, with exan?>le of 
sudi created portals vMch are in practice currently owned. 

2) Figure 2 

shows as an exan^jle, with partially listed functions of a portal stowing the 
functionalrty(ies) of as assanbled%uilt4>T<^ammed into a typical Vertical Portal (Hub) 
and/or Horizontal Portal (Hub), by using readily available skills and technol<^; 
Induding, for exanqde, but not limited to some of commerce process(es)/functiQns 
showm as processes/functionality(ies) of commercial value that are to be built mto such 
hubs. 
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3) Figures 

Shows ^ir5)le of hvst not limited to commercial ^ties that would be fimcttonally 
imtalled/liaked/ported/data-based via user interfaces/user portals/dectrordc links into 
varioxis Vertical Portals (BWbs). 

4) Figure 4a 

Shows exaiqples of hvt not limited to how commercial entities that would be 
funrtionally ini^ed/linked^orted/lo<%ed via tiser interfaces/user portals/electronic 
links into various ^obal Horizontal Portals (Hubs), are also in Ihe Vertical Portals 
(Hubs) as an inheroit part of Ihe s>^em; 



5) figure 4b 

DiflFerait view to (Figare 4a) diov^ hvi not limited to, how commercial entities that 
would be fimctionally installed/linked/ported/lodged via user interfaces/user 
portals/electronic hnks into various Vertical Portals (Hubs) are also qptionatty part of 
Horizontal Portals (Hubs); 

6) Figures 

shows exan5>le of some, but not Hmited to, (gmerally) local content and ^ties as parts 
of Vertical Portals (VP's or "Vertical Access Portals" ©) and/or Horizontal Portals 
(HP's or "Horizontal Access Portals" ©) 

7) Kgure6 

iiows example of, but not limited to, how, by indicaticms, a trade inquiry would be 
handled/processed/managed/ad:edi:?)on between VP's© and HP's©, 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

One area of application of the inveiition, but not limited to the application will now be described 
by vsmy of narrative^ references and refermce to in practically owned coupon^its as coDcponent 
part of the trading system model for, for exan^le, Chonical Inchistry relevant, as described in 
the accoir5)anying drawing as above in vAich> 

As an eKmsple, this model is appli^ to but not limited to international tracte/fimctLon fadlities 
for the diemicals industry and its supportii^ industry (at all levels) and it is shown in that 
context here as and assuming how one \^o is skilled in the arts can go about to create/assemble 
all the con:q)ona3ts and iw^lemwt such a network of portals and design or use available 
technology and techni(5u^ to implement any/all ftmdiortahtyCies) at eadi portal and wilJiin the 
network as a Miiole. This system is applicable generally in many areas and can be applied to 
various areas/systems/industries as briefly li^ed belovy; A skilled person would be able to 
confine/design tiie con^onents, the con^nter/electronic-medixmi and network using sudi 
technologies as conqjuter programming, internet web-pages, internet web-sit^^ database(sX 
iaformation hmdling software engine(sX transaction handling (softv^e) mgme(s), ttatisaction 
handling tedmiques and/or technologies and/or commercial program/software products to give 
the r^juisite functionahty(iesX and, v^ere ^licable, inter-rdate/inter-Unk con5)uter(s) with 
other elements of the information handlir^ ndworks to yield the d^ired functions from the 
invaition. 

Further, as part of this one demonstration, to show practical con^)onent part of this bustness 
system invention we have in practice i^ed flie address and naming techniques to pradically and 
fiinctianally, create and ovm portals v^ch we own and form, vAat we have given flie terms of 
Vertical Locd Portds © (VLP ©) or Vertic^ Local Hub-Portals © (VLHP ©) or Vatical 
Local Hubs © (VLH ©) or Vertical Hubs © (VH ©) or Vertical Portals (VP O) and Horizontal 
Gaabal Portals © (HGP ©) or Horizontal Global Hub-Portals © (HGHP O ) or Horizontal 
Global Hubs © (HGH ©) or Horizontal I&bs (HH ©) or Horizontal Portals (HP ©) as pradical 
part of our invention. 

The practical design and explication of this iimovation and invention solves some of the 
problems in the industry \s4dch uses bulletin board or dense-stmdure portal approadi providing 

Page 15 



P^e 16 

database functions as exdianges, and solves many other practical problems, some pointed above 
herein^ by design and provision of this multi-portal n^work architecture, nmlti-portal 
ndAvorldng model, desigi proc^s/methodology for multi-portal coirponent creation, design 
structuring, naming and addressing tecAxmqxes, and model for but not limited to integration and 
inplmmtation of various business procmes (e.g. but not limited to various business 
transactions such as local content, request for quotations (RFQ), Purdmse Orders (PO), various 
procureme^ fun<^Qns, planning, financial and sudi transactions, si5>ply diain management 
(SCM), Clieot relations mamgement (CRM), Transactors Handling, Optiniizations, markding 
and, functions and function handling compiler program platforms and engines either by design 
or by use of commerdally available prodicts) vriihin the local or global n^work^ portals. 
Further, the Vertical Portals are cross-referenced and/or linked/integi-ated with Horizontal Portals 
(portals that are designed to provide functions dassified by categories e.g. transportatim 
companies, banks, manufadnrers, prodiK^, dbc,) and vise versa. The example here wiU be 
shown and ejqplained as/along with a narrative and ctescription of the conoponenis and model that 
we own along with its cor^esd in various ar^s. 

Example of one system and instance, from those posisible from the invention, as it is created, 
owned and generally d^cribed: 

Here is an innovative, but a pragmatic, practical and game changtog eCommerce market place 
bu^ess process model that encon^asses and brings some or most of (1) traditional levels of 
user interaction, (2) user comfort, (3) CRM/eCRM, (4) SCM, (5) simphdty, (6) a^ty, (7) 
robustness and (8) security to partidpants in this instance, a neutral free market place. 

As an innovation this is a game-changing model witii "Global LocaHzation" to eadi country or 
ar^ of intere^, combining natural and traditional levels of CRM and e-CRM, tapping potentials 
of spedfic/open SCM, siqjporting neutral maikd:s, providing private markets, potentials of open 
SCM networking, auctions, reverse auctions, etc. 

An agile, dynamic, reactive and proactive model is presented, instead of the one portal *'semi- 
static" biU board or bulletin board models. Plus embracing stn^Udty and robustness for rapid 
successful deployment. 
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The first business proc^ stq) is to desigo, striKtoe, create aad/or r€gister4)urd3ase/lease sd: of 
network based portals v^ch typically are stored and recognized as name and pkj^ically 
conq)uter recognizable electronically and commerdany lo<%^ address^. 

Uris is a Multi-Portal Value-Hub Model combimng cross-country, cross-industry, cross-areas of 
inters and international Commerce at tiie same time, v^ch is integrated from its users at tbe 
lowest or smallest corporations to its t<^ line indui^ corporations. 

Possible use of rule based tedmology vAUi Object QriQ:rted Dejsdgn methodology and process is 
one key to rapid in^lem^atation, deploymeat , on the fly growth, and maintenance. Unlike with 
dense-structure portals, bandwiAh, and traffic should not be big problems due to the dispersion 
of traffic provided by dispersion of portals and only essential traffic to portals of interest or 
correct fit 

Though not limited to WAP and other wireless tedmology and m^saging tedmology, 
iote^^on at the outset, means by vMch Hie model provides madrinery and dedsion support by 
human counterparts in a "live" 7 days a week and 24 hours a day si^orting system and can 
operate on the fly. 

All the required sidlls and con5)oneats to in5>lemeot tiie con5>lete invention are rea<fily 
available, and can be readily utihzed to obtain fiil bmefits of the invention. 

There is immense commerdal potential to be derived by implementing this inv^on vyith aH 
r^idity. The eCommerce integration bdng made available here, means grassroots levd 
corporations to the top-flight SCM adept corporations, would be utilizing this invention. 

What (toes the sy^em and/or ^Hcaticai do for them, is, a<Mtionally and not limited to, it 
provides a means of a innovative network means to the tiltimate market ao^ess and utility down 
to the country and base level of industry and traditional levels of possible interaction and 
users4)artic^ants feel as if the function and utility is carried out at the local (e,g. regional, 
national, provindal) levels; a tremendous boost to marketing efforts and results;, eCommerce 
r^orts report that majority of even US and w^em nation based smaller corporations do not yet 
utihze interna in their commerce, besides emails, because of tiie difficulties and user r^stance 
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inherent/related in dense strudBre postals. Our model dioidd make thin^ perceptually and 
organizationaliy sLoapIer and mvitmg to evm the less sophisticated and con^uter ijitegrated 
partidpants vrithin the industries. 

It is a technoiogy lliat solv^ a critical problem and/or ooe that excels con5)eting t^hnolc^es in 
a novel v^y, 

CafliBg this, a **eChe0iXS'* or *'XSeCliem*' Model/System/ft^ocess that is broadly desired 
to cover the chemicals manufactorisg, consumiiig and rdated/siqpportuig industries. 

A more d^ailoi insight of the model is d^onstrated in the diagrams presented. EsseotiaUy, the 
model facilitates all/most desired fimdions pra<ticed/desired/d^igQed in the in<kstry via using 
both Vertical Portals TeConntry Portals" or "Country Hub-Portal") and Horizontal Portals 
(categories sudi as world banks, ^pping lines, category or dass of product manufacturers, etc.) 
and providing means of cohermce and integration . 

The eChemXS Model Design, Engineering and Deployment 

To start adding functions to the portrfs, though not limited to hx^ as an exanjple, one main Hub- 
Portal or portal is d^igned^adlitated with to provide User Merfaces, databases, ftmction and 
process^, "pipdines'' and connections/interconnections; not limited to but, is 
designed/assembled or configured in similar fashion and analogy to an '"object Class'' in Object 
Oriented Programming(OOP) metiiodology. This will form the prototype or core "aigine'' or 
"hub-Engine''. In terms of OOP this will be "instantiated" or copied to aU hubs, as "object" hub- 
Portals, 

Though not hmited to bnt for exarnple: 

Each Country (say) hub*PortaI or portal cmx thm be augmented^Jqpxdated/modified with all the 

necessary loc^not-local/desired, but not Hmited to 

r^]utrem€ots/information/regularior^data/fim^ etc. ; interactive teirplates for, local 

languages, r€gtster(s) and re^stry of local entities^Jartners, register of local infrastructure and 

support fadhti^ (Gov. dx:.), interchangeable/convertible English-local-language interfaces 

(e.g.standardized and auto translate-able ten^lates for forms, procedures, regulations, etc.), etc. 
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^sential to the eCommerce or sded:ed industry/area and fimcdons . 
Vertical (Local) Portals (VLP'sA^'s) 

Using this m^odologyAechmque^rocess, in any order and/or combmation, as dxown in Figure 
1, but not limits to^ amc€j3tualize, design, create and/or stoidme and embody portal names in 
a piarchasable/lease-able/ovyn'-able entity and prc^ierty in similar way to those in pradice created 
portals vMch are curretJtly owied to fit thk model. 

Methodology/tectmique/proc^s used for this but not limited to is as foUows (in any order): 
SeeFi^e 1. 

1. Select a Country/Cat^ory/Class/entity entity or labd(s) (say, e.g, CCC, hencefordi 
called/termed a core "partide"') 

And/or 

2. Seled/cr^te a prefix(^) ^itity or label(s) (say, e.g. PPP, h^ceforfh caDed/termed a prefix 
'^particle"). 

And/or 

3. Select/create a sufi5x{^) entity or label(s) (say, e.g. SSS^ hmceforth called/tenned a suffix 
"paitide" ) 

And/or 

4. Sdect recogmzed or appr<5)riate n^ork related extaision suffix(esX entity(ies) or label, 
henceforflicaUed "extension'' (say but not liioited to, ag, ^com, jiet, .co.uk, .tv, etc.) 
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Next stQ) is to create bvt not limited to^ a of portals using above combiuatian of 
any/sded: "particles'' and "extmsions" in a format vrfrich is aimed for or oon^atible with tfce 
n^work to be assembled/desigAed/desired, 

e.g.: 

PPPCCC.com or CCCSSS.com or CCCPPP.com or SSSCCC.com or PPPSSS.com or d:c., 
(e.g. in fiais eKmnple for dxemicals industry business model, prefix selected is eChem and 
core particles sudi as country/category labels of UK, USA, Europe, Banking, Logistics, 
Distribirtors, etc.) 

Jn our exair^Ie here these are set vp^ but not limited to, as ''eChemCountry.com" 
(PPPCCC.com) as Vertical Portals for ^ch country/region, e.g. eC2iemUK.ccmi, 
eChemUSA.com, eChemEurope.com, etc.; 

and Horizontal Poit^ are ctesignated as but not limited to as ''eChemCategory.com" 
(PPPCCCcom), e.g. eChemShipping.com, eCh^nFunding.oom, eChemBanking.com, 
eChemForfaiting.com, etc. 

Then starting with but not Umited to, by protx3typing/assembling/designing one operating 
hijb^ortal \?dth all requisite programs/program suites/pro^am mo^es/software 
en^^/functioos to create a prototype Hub-Portal or Portal ffigine CP engine"©) and flien 
cop5mg the P engne to select/individual/collective set of portals followed by 
pc^jdating/axigmeattDg/modifying eadi select^^ hub or portal vsdth local/gjobal 
fundionality{ies) idilizing necessaryy^oteotiayavailable/designedprogram/data/functions. 

Optionally, copying of P engines to the portals can be carried out after it has been 
modified/au^ented/function-readiedfor tbe sdect/individual/collective set of portals. 

Otoe item and fundion designed into this modeJ is a regi^er/fadhty and/or database of 
all/wlling partic^ants/dients/cu^omers/users partidpatiiig or acc^sable to participating in 
this bustness/commerce process/model. This is part and option of Ihe genaal model too. 
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To <feiiiomtrate the practical fimctioitality or maclimery berem designed, but not 
limited to oi^ particidar action/process, m shown in figure 6: 

A ch^cal con^my XYZ in UK (AX with a portal presence/ftmctioos provided for , or 
accessing within eChemUK.com portal, floats/smds an mquiry via eChemUK.com a 
internet hub, for 4Qft FCL of PVC it desiries. Enquiry moves say but not lirmted to, into 
three-pronged enquiry "'float". AH communications are consicfered obvious and understood, 
via internet and/or other ele<tronic n^ork(s). 

1 . One float (B), wth, but not limited to, SCM (Sxq^ply CSiain Management) criteria, splits 
into two (C and D) with one (C) brandling and polling/posting within Private 
N^oriced area{s) of established/set vp with current SCM Partners 

2, And, optionally, s^ond (D) branch^ off with the SCM criteria, and heads into open 
world mark^ hubs (including Veitical Portals and Horizontal Portals) with SCM criteria. 

3, Third float (E), optionally or concurraitly, goes into the free marl^ to all worldwide 
hubs without SCM oitoia, say, (including Vetical Portals and Horizontal Portals), 

4. Etc. 

Say, now, sy^mi automatically/manually identifies, various possihihries of active 
manufacturers , dis^butors , truddna companies , inapection-tast lab cortyanies . and auctions , 
and such, tihat meet the validaticHi criteria and other specs, logistics, or availabflity's. 
However, on polling/feedback variom SCM options (inducfing UK) are preseoted 3aid 
thou^ they are viable sources, do not meet all SCM criteria's, however, say float (D) in the 
open market identifi^ (F) a con^l^dy feasible SCM source-criteria from a French si^jpher 
WXY within the eChemFrance-com portal, 

TWO Vertical Local Portals (VP) (relating UK & France) come into play out of polling so 
many VP*s on the worldwide Global system in a dispersed traffic pattern redudng traffic 
vAich would otherwise be high on a dense type of portal d^igi. 

Here for exan^le, say, SCM criteria did not identify any UK or Frmch banks or 
trucking/diii^jing (Logistics) companies to part-take in this transaction, as 
ideatifiabl©^coir5)atible SCM partners/companies and, as at, say but not limited to in same 
time period, from polling/posting within the Horizontal Global hub-Portals (eChemBanldng 

Page 21 



i^e22 

snd ^3iemLogistics) a bank (G) and a truckmg compaay (H) prove coBipatible to SCM 
criteria's and so combining, 

Horkoiital Qobd Portals (HGP'sflBP's); 

These poitals are designed/create and set vp as category/dassification or function/sector 
portals, but not limited to, and as such most likely are part of the VLPs too (S^ for idea Figure 
4b) (note: In. similar fa^on the mquiry has options to poll^ost \Aathin a HGP of 
eCheniPVC.com or ^SiemChemic^s.com, for Ihe same query witii obvious analogous 
iaterconnecttons/fimdions ^mtim/to the system. ) 

Further^ as shown in Kgure 6, 

• A SCM compatible fmandal partner/bank (BCD) based in USA is identified (G), with the 
query and is part of HP as eCh0nBankmg,com. 

fit is also a HP based eCIteatBaiikiiig^coBt and VP based ^heiKL(JSA»co]ii (not shown) 
partieqiant] 

♦ A SCM Ic^stias partner identified (H), a truddng/forwarding conq>any (STU) is based in 
Belgium - is identifi^ (H), vdHi the query and is part of HP as eQiemLogistics.com, 

|It is also a HGP eChemLogistics and VLP eChemBelgtnm^com (not shown) 
particqiant] 

The mst of the commerdal actions, fimctions and processes are can be e^^olated similarly 
Some Features of the Model 

eOtemXS Moddi as models mR be readily produdble with all the tools, products and skills 
readily available that go into its desi^, ft is robust and fl^ble in its, bxit not limited to, creation, 
inplemmtation, mainteDance, and its commerdal functionahty. Some of the features of the 
business process, but not limited to, of this invention will include: 

1. As the ^obe turns various country portals will be "Hve" along wfh the local 
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ooxmxmce and infrastructure (banks, trucks, ports, etc,), ^^Me still being able to tap 
into the global conunerce network. WAP, GSM/SMS, wireless facility 
communications will keep die system cmneded, on the wire and OD-line for 
busings, all the time. 

2. Facility is provided for Virtual Private Networks desired and assembled as part of 
this process, 

3 . Prirate paituer/support or groi^) networks, for SCM, Logistics, other fijnctions, etc. 
is part of the model 

4. 0pm SCM broadcast or directed function facilities. 

5. Pseucb-SCM fadlities such as but not limited to partial and/or SCM coGg)atible but, 
optionally, not part of existing SCM parlners. 

6. Private SCM fadliti^ \^erein but not limited to estabtished SCM partners, 

7. Open Market facilities ^^erein but not limited to open qumes are communicated 

8. Ot>en Auctions, with SCM identified offear matches are switch-able to - 

9. - Private Auction areas vAereby SCM or such q>ticnal critma^s are acted^rovided 

10. FutiHi^ trading facility and fundions. 

11. "Live" or iateractive (multimedia, video, audio, interface) 
negotiatioii/fulfilling/dealing portals, ten5)lates, and tools are provided 

12. All the service fadlities for WAP, rareless technologies, banks, funds, d:c via HGP 
or VLP or combinations thereof are in^lementations of the model and system. 

13. As maationed previously, some of the oflier areas applicable to the iav^on along 
with other necessary biisiness processes and facilities designed/available for 
application of this busings systemy^rocess model are generally applicable to, but 
not limited to: 
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Manirfactoirig ladustries 

Trade and/or Exchange systems 

Petroleum 

Energy 

Healthcare 

Pharmaceutical 

Txmsport 

Automotive 

C3iemical (cova*ed in the above e?caiE5>le) 
Retail 

laformation Handhng/Systems 

Data Warehousmg/systems 

Data Handling/Systems 
and Others 

The fixtures and configurations of the inventLon are essentially embodied (in the 
exanqjle above) and include cgdons for following func^on implementations at Ihe 
portals, but not limited to, options exercisable in the foflowing businm 
process^fiinctions : 

Consumption and Planning 
Stqjply Chain Management 
Electronic DATA Interdiange 

El^^onic data conversions to/fi:om Legacy systems/formats 
Data security programs/protocols 
Data ten:5)lates and/or formulations 

Data baclaq>s and/or storage and/or data transmissiras/handling 
inv^ory Managemmt 
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Mormation Systems 



Invoice Verifications 
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Pftvmeots 




Sales Si^sport 
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1 ranspoitafuon 




Financial Accoxmting: 




Assets Accotmting 




Accounts Payable 




Accomits Receivable 




General Ledger Accounting 




Consolidation 
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Special Purchase L^ers 
Costing: 

Activity-Based Costmg 

Overhead Cost Control 

Sales and Profitability Analysis 

Prochict Cost CmtroUiog 

Enterprise Controlling: 

Executive Information System 

Managemait Consolidation 

Profit Center Accounting 

Modules and/or sub-modules/processes including: 

Assembly Orders 

Basic data syst^ns 

Capacity Requirement Planning 

Information Systems 

Just-in-Time Concepts 

Master Planning 

Materials Requirem^ Planning 

Plant Data Collection 

Production Plaomng (e.g. for Proems Industrie, nianufacturing, etc) 
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R^ditive/Ccmtinuous Mamrfacturmg 

Production Orders 

Sal^ and Operation Planning 

Automatic Losing/Managing systems (e.g. but not limited to, barcode and inventory 
systems, plant monitor and control systons, etc.) 

And wide-area oiganizational q?er3tions 

61 essence, inchiding above description, a "portal" may con^prise of any of 
electronically addressable or recognizable or navigable areas or locations or domains 
within tiie int^^, actra-nd:, intrand: or other dec^onic networls or 
inteafaces/ne^orks such as but not limited to iiser-md interfaces/netwoAs, User aad 
"portals" may be termed as "customer portals" for d^criptive purposes. 

"Segmmt" or "s^maataticaa" ^aitially, but not limited to, means dassLfication 
accordtcg to either <^rtain ibnctions or segments or groiips or areas-of-ioter^ or 
countries or Industrie or type-classifications or collaboration-modes or marled or 
electronic-commnnityCiesX customer-dassifications, busings fimctions or business 
process^ or business activities or type-of-eotertainment or service or solutions, 

Adive catalogs essentially conq>rise of real-tiime catalogs, user-requirement- 
confined catalogues (reverse-catalc^ or "Recats"), general or conventional 
product/manufacture/service catalogue and c^talo^ess that can be interadi vdy or 
practically be configured to have any but not limited to combination of r^piiremaats 
or st^hers or products or services or dher items/areas of interest. 

"Customer" in terms of particg)ants in the networked mvironment can mean any 
user-entity be it from provider-end or consumer-eaid or peer to peer aids. And 
Catalogues or Recats herein mean any coiqpilatiott of general information or 
produds/services/fundions information m&i by i^ers for purpose of evaluations in 
daaraderistic fashion of but not limited to shopping-Usts or needs-hsts or assembly- 
lists or biU-of-material-Hsts or matdi-Hste. 
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